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About Our RegionAbout Our Region

We are 4 provinces, including the smallest We are 4 provinces, including the smallest 
province province 
We are growing older faster than any part We are growing older faster than any part 
of Canada of Canada 
–– highest median age in the countryhighest median age in the country

Our largest cities range from 32,000 Our largest cities range from 32,000 
(Charlottetown, PEI) to 360,000 (Halifax (Charlottetown, PEI) to 360,000 (Halifax 
NS) NS) 
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Our Special FeaturesOur Special Features

3 of 4 Atlantic provinces have a Seniors3 of 4 Atlantic provinces have a Seniors’’
Secretariat Secretariat 
–– NBNB’’s began this week,  for long term cares began this week,  for long term care
Each Atlantic province has some form of Each Atlantic province has some form of 
adult protection lawadult protection law
–– each varies in types of harms covered and each varies in types of harms covered and 

whether reporting is voluntary or mandatorywhether reporting is voluntary or mandatory
–– so our responses have developed very so our responses have developed very 

differently than other parts of Canadadifferently than other parts of Canada
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Newfoundland & LabradorNewfoundland & Labrador
~ Terre~ Terre--NeuveNeuve--etet--LabradorLabrador
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Our AccomplishmentsOur Accomplishments

Strategic Plan to Address Elder Abuse in Strategic Plan to Address Elder Abuse in 
Newfoundland & LabradorNewfoundland & Labrador
Looking Beyond the Hurt: A Service Guide Looking Beyond the Hurt: A Service Guide 
to Elder Abuseto Elder Abuse
The Faces of Elder Abuse Conference 2004The Faces of Elder Abuse Conference 2004
Creating a Community Response to Elder Creating a Community Response to Elder 
AbuseAbuse
Elder Abuse Committee of Newfoundland Elder Abuse Committee of Newfoundland 
and Labrador (EACNL)and Labrador (EACNL)
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ItIt’’s all about Grassrootss all about Grassroots

NL Abuse Prevention Strategy develops from  NL Abuse Prevention Strategy develops from  
2004 conference  attended by 200+ people2004 conference  attended by 200+ people
–– community based process, present to community based process, present to govgov’’tt

Have a community response  network model Have a community response  network model 
which includeswhich includes
–– 11--800, 800, provprov’’ll line, line, 
–– ““community navigators community navigators ““---- to help negotiate systems, to help negotiate systems, 
–– 6  elder abuse  coordinators, 6  elder abuse  coordinators, 
–– community peer (seniors) advocatescommunity peer (seniors) advocates-- since 1996 >24 since 1996 >24 

communities 2007communities 2007
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Newfoundland and Labrador Newfoundland and Labrador 
TerreTerre--NeuveNeuve--etet--Labrador Labrador 

Workshops in remote communitiesWorkshops in remote communities
As we travel around provinceAs we travel around province-- issues are issues are 
often so differentoften so different
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Newfoundland  & Labrador:Newfoundland  & Labrador:
Past and Future DevelopmentsPast and Future Developments

Our Desktop GuideOur Desktop Guide
–– very well received, very well received, 

other jurisdictions other jurisdictions 
looking to replicatelooking to replicate

Our old Our old Neglected  Neglected  
Adults Welfare Act Adults Welfare Act 
–– being revised being revised 
–– public consultation public consultation 

later in the falllater in the fall
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Nova Nova Scotia~NouvelleScotia~Nouvelle--ÉÉcossecosse
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Nova Nova Scotia~NouvelleScotia~Nouvelle--ÉÉcossecosse
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Nova Nova Scotia~NouvelleScotia~Nouvelle--ÉÉcossecosse

Recently changed from Seniors Secretariat to Recently changed from Seniors Secretariat to 
Dept of SeniorsDept of Seniors
The former Secretariat has been actively The former Secretariat has been actively 
engaged in the issuesengaged in the issues
–– Member of the FPT Working Group on Seniors Member of the FPT Working Group on Seniors 

Safety  & Security to  develop CanadaSafety  & Security to  develop Canada’’s WEAAD s WEAAD 
MaterialsMaterials

New legislation  for the Protection of Persons New legislation  for the Protection of Persons 
in Carein Care-- abuse prevention in long term care abuse prevention in long term care 
homeshomes
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Nova ScotiaNova Scotia’’s Abuse Prevention s Abuse Prevention 
StrategyStrategy

–– 2007 Senior Abuse  2007 Senior Abuse  
Awareness CampaignAwareness Campaign

–– Key message of the Key message of the 
campaign is RESPECT. campaign is RESPECT. 

–– 30 second  PSAs  30 second  PSAs  
(adapted from Ontario) (adapted from Ontario) 

–– ProvProv’’ll Proclamation of Proclamation of 
Senior Abuse  DaySenior Abuse  Day

–– Provide  small seed Provide  small seed 
money  to community money  to community 
groups for WEAAD  groups for WEAAD  
activitiesactivities

–– 11--877877-- lineline
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Local EffortsLocal Efforts
Halifax Regional MunicipalityHalifax Regional Municipality
““Seniors academiesSeniors academies””
–– Created  by RCMP efforts to educate Created  by RCMP efforts to educate 

seniors seniors 

Community policing Community policing 
Phone buddy systemPhone buddy system
““Seniors  watchSeniors  watch”” –– registry of all  registry of all  
seniorsseniors-- to let them know of to let them know of 
activities  and eventsactivities  and events
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New BrunswickNew Brunswick
~ Nouveau Brunswick~ Nouveau Brunswick
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New Brunswick ~ New Brunswick ~ 
Nouveau BrunswickNouveau Brunswick

107,645 seniors in 107,645 seniors in 
the province, which the province, which 
represents represents 
Nearly 15 per cent of Nearly 15 per cent of 
New Brunswick's New Brunswick's 
populationpopulation
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Nouveau Brunswick~Nouveau Brunswick~
New BrunswickNew Brunswick

Brand new Seniors and Healthy Aging Brand new Seniors and Healthy Aging 
SecretariatSecretariat-- focus on enhancing long term carefocus on enhancing long term care
The first  Public Trustee appointed in 2007The first  Public Trustee appointed in 2007
Updated adult protection standardsUpdated adult protection standards
–– were very old were very old 
–– time frame for addressing & responding to referralstime frame for addressing & responding to referrals
–– can help competent  adults without  deeming them can help competent  adults without  deeming them 

incapableincapable
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Prince Edward Island ~Prince Edward Island ~
L'L'ÎÎlele--dudu--PrincePrince--ÉÉdouarddouard
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L'L'ÎÎlele--dudu--PrincePrince--ÉÉdouarddouard
Prince Edward IslandPrince Edward Island
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Prince Edward Island~Prince Edward Island~
L'L'ÎÎlele--dudu--PrincePrince--ÉÉdouarddouard

Also has a Seniors Secretariat since 2005Also has a Seniors Secretariat since 2005
Adult protection consultant  does ongoing Adult protection consultant  does ongoing 
training, including to 1000 stafftraining, including to 1000 staff
Each year may have a different theme Each year may have a different theme ––
financial abuse, caregiver stressfinancial abuse, caregiver stress
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Prince Edward IslandPrince Edward Island

L'Île-du-Prince-Édouard
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L'L'ÎÎlele--dudu--PrincePrince--ÉÉdouarddouard
Prince Edward IslandPrince Edward Island
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Prince Edward IslandPrince Edward Island
L'L'ÎÎlele--dudu--PrincePrince--ÉÉdouarddouard
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PEIPEI

Seniors Secretariat established  2005Seniors Secretariat established  2005
In 2006 PEI establishes Committee to In 2006 PEI establishes Committee to 

look at  abuse of older adultslook at  abuse of older adults
WEAAD Proclamation in 2006WEAAD Proclamation in 2006
Launch Seniors Guide in 2008Launch Seniors Guide in 2008
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Adult Protection ServicesAdult Protection Services

70% of Adult Protection Services (APS) 70% of Adult Protection Services (APS) 
referrals are age 65+referrals are age 65+
7 APS  workers across PEI7 APS  workers across PEI
–– part  of provincial Home Care programpart  of provincial Home Care program
Use a community response approach, not Use a community response approach, not 
a court approacha court approach
Very few cases require court (<2%) Very few cases require court (<2%) 
–– 98% are resolved by working with family, 98% are resolved by working with family, 

people in the communitypeople in the community
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A Strong Focus on EducationA Strong Focus on Education

–– Training to facility staff (LPNS, RNs), Training to facility staff (LPNS, RNs), 
gerontology studentsgerontology students

–– Use a small team approach to education _ Use a small team approach to education _ 
APS  Consultant works with Public  Trustee in APS  Consultant works with Public  Trustee in 
giving community presentationsgiving community presentations
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